BFF434 God Doesn’t Change

Scott Moore: Welcome to the "Building Faith and Family" podcast with Steve Demme.
I'm your host, Scott Moore. Thanks for joining us today. Good morning, Steve. How
are you?

Steve: I'm peachy.

Scott: Nice.

Steve: We had some rain last night, which I'm thankful for, and the sun is out now.
Scott: I'm ready for snow.

Steve: You had some, didn't you?

Scott: We had a little bit.

Steve: Johnny was telling me it wasn't snowing recently. | told him to look out the
window, and he said, "No, rain.” He doesn't like snow.

Steve: Way back in 2012 when God changed my life, all for the better, there were
three truths that | held on to at the end of that year, and | used to recite them to
myself frequently because | didn't want to lose them.

The first one was God is love. That's it. The second one is nothing can separate us
from His love, Romans 8. The third one was, God doesn't change. When you think
about it, those three are foundational, they're pillars, they're rocky that you can build
your house on.

God is love, from 1st John. Nothing can separate us from his love, Romans 8, and God
doesn't change. We're going to focus this podcast on the fact that God doesn't
change.

Lord, help us to have new insights. Perhaps this is something that we already know,
and it's right down deep in the core of our being. If it's not, | pray that you'll help us
to take in more of that rocky, substantive belief that will hold us fast when we're
tempted to be shaken and when the storms of life blow upon us, which they will.

| pray that there'll be something that will just not yield because we know that you are
a love, nothing can separate us from your love, and you never change. In Jesus' name,
amen.

Scott: Amen.

Steve: If we were one of these fancy podcasts, we would now have this beautiful choir
sing a verse. Since we don't have that, I'll sing it.

Steve: Great is Thy faithfulness, O God, my father. There is no shadow of turning with
Thee. Thou changest not Thy compassions, they fail not. As Thou hast been, Thou
forever will be."

You probably know that hymn. It's called "Great is Thy Faithfulness." It wonderfully
declares this truth that God doesn't change. There's no shadow of turning with Him.
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His compassions never fail. As He has been in the past, He forever will be in the
future.

There's a lot packed into that, and that's just the chorus of that song. The primary
verse | think of when | think of God not changing is Malachi 3:6, "I, Jehovah, do not
change." Beautiful. He doesn't change. He’s the same.

The second one would be Hebrews 13, but I'm going to save that. I'm going to try to
go through this chronologically. In Exodus 3:13-15 Moses is talking to God and God
is introducing himself to Moses.

Moses said to God, "If | come to the people of Israel and say to them, 'The God of your
fathers has sent me to you,' and they ask me, 'What is His name?' What shall | say to
them? God said to Moses, 'l am who | am."

He said, "Say this to the people of Israel, | am has sent me to you." God also said to
Moses, "Say this to the people of Israel, Jehovah, the God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob has sent me to you. This is My name
forever, and thus, | am to be remembered throughout all generations."

There's something so solid about His response to, "What's your name?" "I am who |
am." I am. This is it. I'm not going to be. I'm not going to be born. | am. | have always
been. | always will be. | simply am. | am always present.

| thought it was interesting that God added the last part, "I'm the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and God of Jacob." Remember when Jesus was asked, "If this guy dies
and this guy dies and they each marry the same woman, whose wife is she?"

He responded, "God is not the God of the dead. He's the God of the living. He's the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob."

Deuteronomy 33:27, "The eternal God is your dwelling place, and underneath are the
everlasting arms." On Elizabeth Elliott's radio shows, she would start with that verse.
Underneath are the everlasting arms. He's eternal, and we dwell with Him in His
everlasting arms.

I'm jumping ahead, then I'll come back to the Psalms. James says, "Every good gift and
every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of Lights, with Whom
there is no variation or shadow due to change." That's what we just sang.

Some of these hymns are so rich, but if we don't know the scriptures, we don't know
where the words for these hymns originated. "Of his own will, He brought us forth by
the word of truth that we should be a kind of first fruits of His creatures. There is no
variation or shadow due to change. | am Jehovah. | change not."

Psalm 41:13, "Blessed be Jehovah, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting.
Amen and amen." Psalm 55:19, "God will hear and answer them, even the One who
sits enthroned from of old, with Whom there is no change."



Psalm 93:1-2, "Jehovah reigns. He is clothed with majesty. Jehovah has us clothed
and girded himself with strength. Indeed, the world is firmly established. It will not be
moved. Your throne is established from of old. You are from everlasting."

Psalm 102. "Of old, you laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work
of Your hands. They will perish, but You will remain. They will all wear out like a
garment. You will change them like a robe, and they will pass away, but You are the
same, and Your years have no end."

Psalm 106. "Blessed be Jehovah, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting, and
let all the people say, amen. Praise Jehovah."

Hebrews. Now we're in the New Testament. "You, Lord, laid the foundation of the
earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the work of Your hands. They will perish,
but You remain. They will wear out like a garment, like a robe, You will roll them up.
Like a garment, they will all be changed, but You are the same and Your years will
have no end."

Pretty similar to Psalm 102 that we just read. These writers of the New Testament,
were so saturated in the Old Testament that it poured forth from them.

Malachi 3 is the first verse | think of when | think about God not changing, and the
second one is Hebrews 13:8. "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and
forever."

| can ask you a question, Scott. Maybe you can sing this with me, then. Have you ever
heard of the song by A.B. Simpson, "Yesterday, Today, Forever"?

Scott: No. | don't know.

Steve: You just got off the hook. Now | have to sing it. A.B. Simpson was the founder
of the Christian and Missionary Alliance. He's Canadian. | like the Christian Missionary
Alliance Church very much. I like their emphasis on world evangelization.

At one point, | think they had the highest percentage of missionaries out of their total
congregation, or all the people that were a part of the Missionary Alliance, 1 out of 12
were serving abroad or something like that. It was really wonderful.

He's written a couple hymns, but this is the one that | am thinking of this morning,
and this is the chorus. [sings] "Yesterday, today, forever, Jesus is the same. All may
change, but Jesus never, glory to His name. Glory to His name. Glory to His name. All
may change, but Jesus never, glory to His name."

Scott: Well done.

Steve: Throughout the song -- thank you -- he's got lots of verses. Every time you
sing a verse, then you sing the chorus. By the time you're done, you know that
chorus, and it's awesome. It's taken from Hebrews 13:8.



AB Simpson founded Nyack College, which is just a little north of New York City,
which sadly, | think, just closed this last year.

Psalm 90:1-2, "Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the
mountains were brought forth or ever You had formed the earth and the world, from
everlasting to everlasting, You are God."

| have to read these next ones together. This is Isaiah, two verses, Revelation, three
verses. There are parts in Isaiah that | recommend reading if you ever feel like God is
small and out of the picture. Read in the 40s because this is where God clears the air.
He basically says, "Hey. I'm up here. I'm looking around, | don't see any other gods.
I'm the only one. Why are you looking to these false idols and stuff?” Isaiah 44:6,
"Thus says Jehovah, the King of Israel and His redeemer, Jehovah of hosts, 'l am the
first and | am the last, and besides Me, there is no God."™

“I'm the first and I'm the last." Isaiah 48. "Listen to me, oh, family of Jacob. Israel, My
chosen one. |, alone, am God, the first and the last. It was My hand that laid the
foundations of the earth, My right hand that spread out the heavens above. When |
call out the stars, they all appear in order."

In Revelation 1:5-8, "Jesus Christ is the faithful witness, the alpha and the omega,
Who is and Who was, and Who is to come the Almighty."

Revelation 1:17-18. "l am the first and the last. | am the living One. | died, but look,
I'm alive forever and ever, and | have the keys of death and Hades."

Another way of saying the first and the last in Greek, first is protos, eschatos is last.
Alpha and Omega are like the A to the Z, and beginning and end are arche and telos.
I'm going to read Revelation 22. We're almost at the end of the book.

"I am the alpha and the omega. The protos," first, "and the eschatos," last. "The
arche," beginning, "and the telos," the end. This is it. No matter how you cut the cake,
I'm it. I'm the beginning and the end. I'm before all things. Everything else may pass
away, but | am.

All right, Scott, say something sublime and inspiring, please.

Scott: | don't know how to add to that.

Steve: He doesn't change. He can't change because He's God. We had a podcast just
two weeks ago about He's near. In Him, we live, and move, and have our being. He's
the creator and He's the sustainer. In Him, all things hold together. He's God.

This is the same God that loves us. This is the same God that says, "Nothing can
separate you from My love." Then this is the God that says, "l don't change." | think
it's a wonderfully comforting scripture.

Scott: It really amplifies all the other ones that are so comforting, like when you read,
"There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus." By the

4



way, and that doesn't change, either. Once you're in Christ, it's not going to change.
It's not like there's no condemnation today, but tomorrow, you get some. No. None.
Steve: Amen. Preach.

Scott: Hallelujah.

Steve: Heaven and earth are going to pass away, but My Word will endure forever
because it's My Word."

Father, thank you. You are so awesome. Thank you for loving us, and thank you for
nothing separating us from your love. Thank you for revealing yourself as the
unchangeable one. You don't change. I'm so thankful that you don't change. | love
you, and | want to love you more, and | want to know you more.

I'm thankful that there'll be no shadow returning because you are God. Yesterday,
today, forever, you're still the same, and we worship you. Amen.

Scott: Amen. That's our show for this week, folks. Thanks for joining us for the
Building Faith and Family podcast with Steve Demme. If you have a question for the
show, email Steve at spdemme@Gmail.com. If you have a question for me, you can
reach me at scott@unsocializedmedia.com. Thanks for joining us. Have a great week.



