
The Cross of Christ

1 Corinthians 1:17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the gospel, 
and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its 
power. 18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who 
are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom 
of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20 Where is the one 
who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did 
not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to 
save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but 
we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to 
those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom 
of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is 
stronger than men. 

Matthew 10:38 And whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of 
me.

Luke 9:23 If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross 
daily and follow me.

Luke 14:27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my 
disciple.

John 12:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

Romans 5:10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 

Romans 6:4-6 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, 
in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so 
we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have become united with Him in the 
likeness of His death, certainly we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection, 
knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be 
done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin; 

Romans 6:11 Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus.

Romans 6:13 Do not present your members to sin as instruments for 
unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought 
from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 
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Romans 7:4 Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of 
Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, 
in order that we may bear fruit for God. 

Romans 8:10-11 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the 
Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

2 Corinthians 5:14-15, 21 For the love of Christ controls us, because we have 
concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, 
that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake 
died and was raised. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God.

2 Corinthians 13:4 For indeed He was crucified because of weakness, yet He lives 
because of the power of God. For we also are weak in Him, yet we shall live with Him 
because of the power of God directed toward you. 

Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but 
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me. 

Galatians 5:24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. 

Galatians 6:14 Far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 

Ephesians 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both 
one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing 
the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself 
one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to 
God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility.

Philippians 2:5-8 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

Colossians 1:20 Through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.
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Colossians 2:10 You have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 
11 In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by 
putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 having been buried 
with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the 
powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 And you, who were dead 
in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with 
him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that 
stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 
He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing 
over them in him. 

Hebrews 9:15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are 
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that 
redeems them from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16 For 
where a will is involved, the death of the one who made it must be established. 17 For 
a will takes effect only at death, since it is not in force as long as the one who made it 
is alive. 18 Therefore not even the first covenant was inaugurated without blood. 19 
For when every commandment of the law had been declared by Moses to all the 
people, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water and scarlet wool and 
hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the people, 20 saying, “This is the 
blood of the covenant that God commanded for you.” 21 And in the same way he 
sprinkled with the blood both the tent and all the vessels used in worship. 22 Indeed, 
under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and without the shedding of 
blood there is no forgiveness of sins. 

23 Thus it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with 
these rites, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 
For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the 
true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our 
behalf. 25 Nor was it to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy 
places every year with blood not his own, 26 for then he would have had to suffer 
repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all 
at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 And just as it is 
appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, having 
been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal 
with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him. 

10:1 For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of 
the true form of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are 
continually offered every year, make perfect those who draw near. 2 Otherwise, would 
they not have ceased to be offered, since the worshipers, having once been cleansed, 
would no longer have any consciousness of sins? 3 But in these sacrifices there is a 
reminder of sins every year. 4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to 
take away sins. 

5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and 
offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; 6 in burnt 

�3



offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have 
come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’” 

8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to 
the law), 9 then he added, “Behold, I have come to do your will.” He does away with 
the first in order to establish the second. 10 And by that will we have been sanctified 
through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 11 And every priest 
stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never 
take away sins. 12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, 
he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that time until his enemies 
should be made a footstool for his feet. 14 For by a single offering he has perfected 
for all time those who are being sanctified. …

19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the 
blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the 
curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house 
of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts 
sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 

Hebrews 12:1-2 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter 
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.
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